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Change often begins in the quietest places - within a single heartbeat of 
faith, a whispered hope, a fragile belief that life can move in a different 
direction. The stories in this book illuminate how a door opened at the 
right time can awaken courage long dormant, how a single gesture of 
trust can ignite the conviction to try, to dare, to become.

Defying the odds, these individuals charted their own course with 
fortitude. Their journeys remind us that the human spirit is continuously 
tempered in the furnace of affliction, toughened in the fire of adversity. 
It is in the long nights of doubt, the relentless tests of endurance, and 
the weight of unspoken fears that strength quietly forms. And walking 
hand in hand with the power of opportunity, it shapes possibility.
Each narrative embodies this fighting spirit, the strength of purpose, grit 
in the face of challenges. Fear becomes a teacher. Hope becomes an 
anchor. Determination becomes a lifeline. And slowly, through 
persistence and self-discovery, aptitude blooms in the very soil where 
uncertainty lived.

But perhaps the most extraordinary revelation is that transformation 
never remains confined to a single life. Every act of courage sends out a 
ripple. Every success becomes a beacon for others. One person’s rise 
can lift a family, reshape a community, or inspire a generation silently 
waiting for their own moment to begin.
This compendium is more than a chronicle of change. It is a celebration 
of the human heart – audacious, resilient; a tribute to the quiet power 
within every individual and the limitless worlds that unfold when 
self-belief is given enough space to grow.

FOREWORD BY THE CEO
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GANESH RAJA
CEO
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JAYASREE RAMESH
COO - Education
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We live in an era of relentless change. Our children will inherit a world 
rewritten daily by algorithms, automation and artificial intelligence. In this 
shifting landscape, education is a continuous journey of lifelong learning. 
Moving away from rote learning to dynamic skills like critical thinking, complex 
problem-solving and digital fluency, we are teaching our children to stay 
curious, learn new skills and grow.

For millions, however, a profound opportunity gap persists. Bridging this gap 
with agility, boosting equity and access, we are deeply invested in teacher 
training and professional development, empowering them to drive long-term 
change. Building capacity, scaling skills, we are developing adaptability and 
resilience for an unforeseeable future. We envisage an educational model that 
acts as both, the anchor and the sail. The anchor signifies values like empathy, 
integrity, commitment to leaving no one behind; the sail epitomises agility, our 
ability to catch the winds of technology, innovation, modernity, propelling 
progress. Our school education, scholarship and vocational skilling verticals are 
designed to equip learners and educators with 21st-century skills, leadership 
competencies and domain know-how, cultivating tech-savvy, future-ready 
citizens.

Channelling their innate aptitude, diligence and adaptive mindset, many stellar 
talents, changemakers and trailblazers are resolutely rewriting destinies – their 
own and those of their communities. Between these pages, you will find a 
vibrant bouquet of anecdotes of students, scholars, educators, skilled 
aspirants; swift, nimble-footed achievers who sprinted, leapt and pole-vaulted 
over countless hurdles to soar to great heights.
This anthology is an ode to transformation, determination, strength, a tribute 
to the extraordinary human spirit and the indomitable courage of pathfinders. 
Beacons of light and hope, they inspire us every day.

MESSAGE FROM THE COO
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Change Is The End Result 
Of All True Learning
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Jayshree’s Classroom Becomes
A Vibrant FLN Learning Space 
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JAYSHREE AHIRRAO
Primary Teacher, Milind Vidyalaya
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN)
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MRINAL PATIL
Assistant Teacher, Maharashtra Vidyalaya
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN)
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Mrinal Advocates FLN Workbooks
for Critical Thinking
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Safiya Takes
The Crown
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SAFIYA SHAH
Student, Anjuman-I-Islam’s Saif Tyabji Girls’ High School
& Junior College of Science & Arts
Communicative English Future Readiness (CE-FR)
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SAIRAJ PRALHAD HANDE
Student, Dnyanprakash Vidyalaya
Communicative English Future Readiness (CE-FR)
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Sairaj Surpasses
All Expectations
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Anil Discovers
a Whole New World
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ANIL KAKADE
Senior Teacher, Shivaji Shikshan Sanstha School
Digital Learning Solutions (DLS)
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SAMIKSHA SANTOSH SALASKAR
Secondary Headmaster, Nivara Vidyalaya
Digital Learning Solutions (DLS)
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Samiksha Integrates
Technology in Education
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On the Wings of
Confidence with Khan
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MOHAMMAD FAZLURREHMAN KHAN
Principal, Noorul Islam Urdu High School and Junior College
School Leadership Development (LEAD)
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RAJARAM KALE
Headmaster and Founder Trustee, 
Subhash Chandra Bose Vidyamandir,
School Leadership Development (LEAD)
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Rajaram Empowers
The Next Generation
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Karan and Model School ZP Anandvalli
Capture the Spotlight
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KARAN RAMESH SUNAR
Student, Model School ZP Anandvalli, Nashik,
Model School Project
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MODEL SCHOOL ZP SUTARWADI, PUNE
Model School Project

Championing students’ holistic development, Model School ZP Sutarwadi fostered lasting 
change despite basic infrastructure, sta� shortages and children coming from remote or 
underserved geographies. Deploying programs in Foundational Literacy and Numeracy, 
Communicative English Future Readiness, Digital Learning Solutions and School Leadership 
Development, it enhanced Grades 1-8 student learning outcomes.

FLN skills strengthened, teachers witnessed an uptick in students’ reading, writing and 
arithmetic skills. The innovative FLN Stations Model was much loved by primary section 
students, boosting student attendance. DLS ushered in WiFi, a Smart board, two Smart TVs, 
thirty educational Tablets. The project facilitator trained teachers to become digitally adept. 
He created WhatsApp groups and a Facebook page to share school updates with parents – 
mostly daily wage workers. Embracing all things digital, the school developed and launched 
an o�icial school website - the only school in Mulshi taluka to have its own website - setting a 
new benchmark. CE-FR’s sustained e�orts saw English fluency soar. A Grade 5 student won 
the 2nd prize in a prestigious pan-India Poetry Recitation Competition. Leadership practices 
and pedagogies inducted from LEAD helped teachers create an inclusive, equitable school 
culture enabling young minds to fulfil their potential.

Integral to the school’s transformation was the positive mindset of its teachers, who took 
complete ownership, turning into changemakers, spurring academic growth. The School 
Vision and School Development Plan were created, allocating authority and responsibilities. 
Teachers came together for activity planning and decision-making. Community participation 
doubled. In a positive ripple e�ect, attracting students from far-flung areas, the school grew 
student enrolment from approximately 240  to over 400. In 2024-25, the school showcased 
excellent academic results and an assemblage of vibrant student talent on multiple 
platforms, coming on par with the best schools at the district level.

Regularly felicitated for its accomplishments, the school continues its upward trajectory.
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Model School ZP Sutarwadi
Leads The Way
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VALIBASHA
English Teacher, APSWREIS Boys School,
Velugonda, Andhra Pradesh,
KSHAMATA
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Valibasha’s Initiative 
Sparks Cultural Shift
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Sulaksha Powers 
Proficiency in English
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SULAKSHA NAIK
Grade 5 and 6 English Teacher,
Government High School, Savarde, Goa,
KSHAMATA
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HIREN PATEL
Grade 6 Math Teacher,
Police Head Quarter (PHQ) School, Valsad, Gujarat,
KSHAMATA
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Hirenbhai Captivates Students 
with PedTech 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

KEF_V3_Print1.pdf   33   19/01/26   10:54 PM



Dattatraya Builds Language Skills
Through Creative Messaging
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DATTATRAYA NALE
Grade 5 English Teacher, ZPPS Shindewadi,
Phaltan, Satara, Maharashtra,
KSHAMATA
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Today, I open the door to the future
and start a new chapter in myLife
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SWASTHIK NAYAK
Kotak Junior Scholarship
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Swasthik Begins Coding 
His Dreams into Reality
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Ridah Dedicates Herself to
Health and Healing
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RIDAH PATWEGAR
Kotak Junior Scholarship
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SOMYA CHAUHAN
Kotak Kanya Scholarship
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Somya Pursues Purpose 
with Perseverance
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Samiksha Opens Doors
to Sunny Horizons
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SAMIKSHA YADAV
Kotak Kanya Scholarship
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SAURABH YAMGAR
Kotak Graduate Scholarship
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Saurabh Is
A Rising Star
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Sahil Chavan Builds
Expertise in Actuarial Science
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SAHIL CHAVAN
Kotak Graduate Scholarship
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ISHIKA
Kotak Shiksha Nidhi
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Ishika Symbolises
Perseverance and Power
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In Pursuit of Social Justice,
Madeeha Advocates Education
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MADEEHA KULSUM
Kotak Shiksha Nidhi
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Dreams Need Direction.
Skills Make ThemPossibleC
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YOHAN MASTAN
The Fern Residency, Mira Road, Mumbai, Series by Marriott Hotel,
Vocational Education & Livelihood, Hospitality

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

KEF_V3_Print1.pdf   54   19/01/26   10:55 PM



Yohan Sets Sail for 
Premier Hospitality Destination

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

KEF_V3_Print1.pdf   55   19/01/26   10:55 PM



Raksha’s Expertise Elevates
Customer Experience and QSR

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

KEF_V3_Print1.pdf   56   19/01/26   10:55 PM



RAKSHA HANUMANTA GAIKWAD
Maiz Mexican Kitchen,
Vocational Education & Livelihood, Customer Relations & Sales
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PRINCIYA ROSARIO
HDFC Bank,
Vocational Education & Livelihood, BFSI

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

KEF_V3_Print1.pdf   58   19/01/26   10:55 PM



Princiya Aces
BFSI
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Vrushali Sets a New Trend
with Beauty Hub
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VRUSHALI BHOIR
Vrushali Beauty Hub
Vocational Education & Livelihood, Beauty
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